THE BIG FIX

ot mepanr can ke the difference

between saving and kosing a damaged
tooth. Dentists can repair a tooth that has
decayed or been inpured and can restore it
b 2 mrnal fumebion. The Ures mos
cotnaen procedures ane illings, crowns,

FILLINGS

When decay creabes a cavily in a
fooih, the dentesl weually fills it
wilhs a durabde material — mosd
aften gobd, a comgesse resin Ga
foth-oodored plastic), or 3 metal
alkey called amalgam.
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mg depesds on s kcabon, the
material used, and the care you
o your Beeth. Gobld can kst
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cracked. The mosl Cofmiman
matriuals. usaed i e gokd,
porcekam, and metal alloys.
Visits mecded: |+
Durabsdiityr Crouns cam Bt drom
firve Lo e ihan 2 years, e
pee g o the malenial wsed.
el i il ot durable.
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ROOT CANALS
Il o tesstly's pulp, wihech Conbasns
meerves el Bl vesaels, b
ciiers iibecled of datmaged bes
catise of decp decay of an injery,
poil - atal Irestment may be (e
whly way o save the iooilk The
prostedune Cleans out the palp
chamber sl repairs the Samage.
Visits needed: (e 10 thes,
depending on the condstion of the
pulp. 16 ibe poith is abacessed
(meaning the pulp has died and
thi andeciien hae emtened the bome
arshorisg the Boothl, the mie-
il may have 1o dram Before e
emply g0l cam be filled

Thee masterial wsied bo
fill ik woast canall will paobabdy ked
the rest of your hife. Hut you may
evendually need 1o hanve the ing
o cromn replaced.
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